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The Walt Disney Family Museum Celebrates 

Dr. Jane Goodall 
at a Special Museum Fundraiser 

Ethologist, Conservationist, Founder of the Jane Goodall Institute, Disneynature Ambassador, and 
UN Messenger of Peace honored for her outstanding achievements 

San Francisco, October 11, 2019—On Thursday, October 10, The Walt Disney Family Museum hosted an 
intimate evening celebrating the outstanding achievements and life’s work of Dr. Jane Goodall, DBE, at the 
museum’s historic location in the Presidio of San Francisco. The highlight of the evening’s festivities was an 
announcement made by Kirsten Komoroske, Executive Director of The Walt Disney Family Museum—a $1 
million pledge to the Jane Goodall Institute from the Ron and Diane Disney Miller Charitable Trust in honor of 
the 60th anniversary of Dr. Goodall’s pioneering wild chimpanzee research in Gombe National Park. This pledge 
is the inaugural contribution to the Jane Goodall Institute’s 2020 campaign to secure the future of Gombe.   

“In all my lectures and books, I focus on reasons for hope. But today, it’s getting harder and harder to take that 
message of hope around the world,” remarked Dr. Goodall. “Todays’ young people—everywhere I go—they’re 
so excited and empowered. We’re listening to their voices. That gives us a reason to hope.” 

“The museum is committed to providing arts, animation, and prioritized subject matter education to children, 
especially children in underrepresented populations,” said Komoroske. “The family and museum look 
forward to a collaborative and productive partnership with JGI—jointly serving the arts, creativity, science, the 
planet, and future generations." 

Over the last six decades, Dr. Goodall and the Jane Goodall Institute have established and maintained what is 
now the longest running study of wild chimpanzees in the world. Through her critical work in Tanzania, Dr. 
Goodall has not only highlighted the urgent need to protect chimpanzees from extinction; she has also 
redefined “species conservation” to include the needs of local people and the environment.  

The 60-guest “Jungle Party” included a formal reception and meet-and-greet, a gourmet vegetarian dinner, 
and an in-depth conversation with Dr. Goodall, led by Paul Baribault, who is vice chair of the Jane Goodall 
Institute’s board of directors, former Disneynature Executive, and new President and CEO of San Diego Zoo 
Global.  

Dr. Goodall previously assisted with the launch of the Disney Conservation Fund, attended the opening day 
celebrations of Disney’s Animal Kingdom at the Walt Disney World Resort, and has served as a conservation 
ambassador for Disneynature since the release of 2012’s Chimpanzee. 

Consistently ahead of his time, Walt Disney recognized the importance of inspiring younger generations to not 
only understand but preserve our natural world and the many creatures with which we share our planet. He 
was the first to capture a general audience’s attention by pairing never-before-seen wildlife film footage with 
enriching storytelling in his True-Life Adventures documentary series, earning 8 Academy Awards®. Walt is 
quoted as saying, “The [True-Life Adventures] have demonstrated that facts can be as fascinating as fiction, 
truth as beguiling as myth, and have opened the eyes of young and old to the beauties of the outdoor world 
and aroused their desire to conserve priceless natural assets.” 
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The Walt Disney Family Museum is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization founded by the daughter of Walt Disney, 
Diane Disney Miller. In tribute to Diane, proceeds from the fundraising event will support the next generation 
of creative and conservation-focused talent. 
 
To access a collection of press photographs from the event, courtesy of Drew Altizer Photography, please use 
the following link: https://bit.ly/2OJrue6. 
 
Support provided by Farella Braun + Martel LLP and Cooley. 

 

ABOUT THE WALT DISNEY FAMILY MUSEUM 

The Walt Disney Family Museum presents the fascinating story and achievements of Walt Disney, the man 
who raised animation to the level of fine art, transformed the film industry, tirelessly pursued innovation, and 
created a global, yet distinctively American legacy. Opened in October 2009, the 40,000-square-foot facility 
features innovative technology alongside a vast collection of historic materials and artifacts that bring Disney’s 
achievements to life. There is a myriad of interactive galleries, which present early drawings and animation, 
movies, music, listening stations, a spectacular model of Disneyland, and much more. The museum is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization located in the scenic Presidio of San Francisco. 
 
Hours:  Open Wednesday through Monday: 10am to 6pm, last entry at 4:45pm.  

Closed on Tuesdays and the following public holidays: January 1, Thanksgiving Day, and 
December 25. Early closure at 4pm on December 24 and December 31, 2019. 

Tickets: General admission ticket: $25 adults; $20 seniors & students; $15 youth (ages 6 to 17) 
 General admission + special exhibition combo ticket: $35 adults; $30 seniors & students;  
 $20 youth 
  Special exhibition stand-alone ticket: $15 adults, seniors, & students; $5 youth 
 Museum admission is free for members and children under 5 

Where: The Presidio of San Francisco, 104 Montgomery Street, San Francisco, CA 94129 
Contact: 415.345.6800 | waltdisney.org  

Follow:  facebook.com/wdfmuseum | Twitter & Instagram: @wdfmuseum 
 
Media Contact: Caroline Quinn | Senior Communications Coordinator 

415.345.6854 
press@wdfmuseum.org 

 

ABOUT THE JANE GOODALL INSTITUTE 

The Jane Goodall Institute (JGI) is a global, community-centered conservation organization founded in 1977 
that advances the vision and work of Dr. Jane Goodall in over 30 countries around the world. We aim to 
understand and protect chimpanzees, other apes and their habitats, and empower people to be 
compassionate citizens in order to inspire conservation of the natural world we all share. JGI uses research, 
collaboration with local communities, best-in-class animal welfare standards, and the innovative use of science 
and technology to inspire hope and transform it into action for the common good. Through our Roots & Shoots  
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program for young people of all ages, now active in over 50 countries around the world, JGI is creating an 
informed and compassionate critical mass of people who will help to create a better world for people, other 
animals and our shared environment. For more information about the Jane Goodall Institute visit, 
janegoodall.org and follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
 
Media Contact:  Dan DuPont | Vice President, Communications & Policy 
 703.682.9220 
 media@janegoodall.org  
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